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About the San Francisco Symphony
Short biography

The San Francisco Symphony is among the most adventurous and innovative arts institutions in the
United States, celebrated for its artistic excellence, creative performance concepts, active touring, award-
winning recordings, and standard-setting education programs. In the 2020-21 season, the San Francisco
Symphony welcomed conductor and composer Esa-Pekka Salonen as its 12th Music Director, embarking
on a new vision for the present and future of the orchestral landscape. In their inaugural season together,
Mr. Salonen and the San Francisco Symphony introduced a groundbreaking artistic leadership model
anchored by eight Collaborative Partners from a variety of cultural disciplines: Nicholas Britell, Julia
Bullock, Claire Chase, Bryce Dessner, Pekka Kuusisto, Nico Muhly, Carol Reiley, and esperanza spalding.
This group of visionary artists, thinkers, and doers, along with Salonen and the San Francisco Symphony,
have set out to explore and develop new ideas inspired by the Collaborative Partners’ unique areas of
expertise, including innovative digital projects, expansive and imaginative performance concepts in a
variety of concert formats, commissions of new music, and projects that foster collaboration across
artistic and administrative areas. Shaped by the dynamic partnership and shared vision of Mr. Salonen,
the Collaborative Partners, and the Orchestra and Chorus, the San Francisco Symphony’s 2023-24
season reflects a spirit of collaboration, experimentation, and renewed dialogue through live music.



