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About the San Francisco Symphony
Short biography

The San Francisco Symphony is among the most adventurous and innovative arts
institutions in the United States, celebrated for its artistic excellence, creative
performance concepts, award-winning recordings, and standard-setting education and
community engagement programs. Since it was established in 1911, the Symphony has a
grown in acclaim under a succession of distinguished music directors: Henry Hadley,
Alfred Hertz, Basil Cameron, Issay Dobrowen, Pierre Monteux, Enrique Jorda, Josef
Krips, Seiji Ozawa, Edo de Waart, Herbert Blomstedt, Michael Tilson Thomas, and Esa-
Pekka Salonen. The San Francisco Symphony is deeply committed to nurturing the next
generation of musicians and music lovers through a comprehensive range of educational
programs. These include Fisher Family Adventures in Music (AIM) and Music and
Mentors, which serve more than 25,000 San Francisco public school students annually;
interactive youth and family concerts; heritage events; and the prestigious, tuition-free
San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra. With a reputation for artistic daring and a
dedication to excellence, innovation, and community engagement, the San Francisco
Symphony continues to shape the future of orchestral music, making a lasting impact on
the cultural fabric of San Francisco and the world.



