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SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY 2026–27 OPENING GALA, CONDUCTED BY 
GIANCARLO GUERRERO, FEATURES VIOLINIST HILARY HAHN IN 

MENDELSSOHN’S VIOLIN CONCERTO, SEPTEMBER 24 AT DAVIES SYMPHONY 
HALL 

 
Season-opening celebration also features Guerrero and the SF Symphony in John Adams’s The 

Chairman Dances and Rimsky-Korsakov’s Capriccio espagnol  
 

Opening Gala concert is preceded by a welcome toast, light bites, and preconcert entertainment for 
attendees ages 21 and up 

  
Opening Gala dinner packages offer an enhanced experience and are available for purchase via 

sfsymphony.org/gala; proceeds from the event benefit the SF Symphony’s artistic, education, and 
community programs 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA—The San Francisco Symphony celebrates the start of its 2026–27 season September 24 
with a special Opening Gala concert conducted by Giancarlo Guerrero and featuring violinist Hilary Hahn in a 
performance of Felix Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto. The program also includes Bay Area-based composer John 
Adams’s The Chairman Dances—a “foxtrot for orchestra” written while the composer completed his opera Nixon 
in China—and Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s Capriccio espagnol, a five-movement orchestral show piece inspired 
by Spanish folk music. Concert tickets and dining packages for the Gala are available now via sfsymphony.org. 
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The San Francisco Symphony’s Opening Gala begins at 5:30pm with a preconcert lobby reception for attendees 
21 years of age and older with complimentary beverages, light bites catered by McCalls Catering and Events, and 
preconcert entertainment. (Doors open at 6:30pm for attendees under 21.)  
 
Following the performance, concert attendees can extend their evening with a live DJ in the Orchestra level 
lobby, photo booth, and specialty cocktails available for purchase.  
 
For an elevated experience, patrons can reserve a VIP sponsorship including an exclusive preconcert cocktail 
reception and celebratory postconcert seated dinner in Zellerbach Rehearsal Hall. The Opening Gala features 
decor and catering from McCalls Catering and Events, lighting design by Got Light, and projection design by 
Yuki Izumihara.  
  
The 2026 Opening Gala presenting sponsor is Zenni Optical. The supporting sponsor is Harry Winston, Inc. In-
kind support for the Opening Gala is provided by The Caviar Co, Chandon, Luxardo and Nikka Vodka.  
   
The Opening Gala is led by a host committee of San Francisco Symphony Governors including Jeff Bharkhda, 
Priscilla B. Geeslin, Aditi Iyer, and Solenn Seguillon. 
 
Proceeds from the Opening Gala directly support the Symphony’s acclaimed education, community, and artistic 
programs. For more information and reservations for the Gala event, please visit sfsymphony.org/gala.     
  
Click here to access the online press kit, which includes a PDF of this press release, downloadable artist 
headshots, and photos from past SF Symphony opening week celebrations.  
  
About the San Francisco Symphony 
The San Francisco Symphony is among the most adventurous and innovative arts institutions in the United 
States, celebrated for its artistic excellence, creative performance concepts, award-winning recordings, and 
standard-setting education and community engagement programs. Since it was established in 1911, the Symphony 
has a grown in acclaim under a succession of distinguished music directors: Henry Hadley, Alfred Hertz, Basil 
Cameron, Issay Dobrowen, Pierre Monteux, Enrique Jordá, Josef Krips, Seiji Ozawa, Edo de Waart, Herbert 
Blomstedt, Michael Tilson Thomas, and Esa-Pekka Salonen. In May 2026, the Symphony announced Elim Chan 
as its 13th Music Director, beginning with the 2027–28 season. The San Francisco Symphony is deeply committed 
to nurturing the next generation of musicians and music lovers through a comprehensive range of educational 
programs. These include Fisher Family Adventures in Music (AIM) and Music and Mentors, which serve more 
than 25,000 San Francisco public school students annually; interactive youth and family concerts; heritage 
events; and the prestigious, tuition-free San Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra. With a reputation for artistic 
daring and a dedication to excellence, innovation, and community engagement, the San Francisco Symphony 
continues to shape the future of orchestral music, making a lasting impact on the cultural fabric of San Francisco 
and the world. 
 
About the San Francisco Symphony’s education and community programs 
The San Francisco Symphony provides some of the most extensive education and community programs offered 
by any American orchestra. The Symphony's free music education experiences engage students in grades 1–12 
throughout the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD), serving more than 25,000 students annually. The 
Fisher Family Adventures in Music (AIM) program, one of the longest-running education programs of its kind in 
the country since its launch in 1988, serves every child in grades 1–5 in San Francisco’s public schools. The Music 
and Mentors program supports SFUSD band and orchestra students in grades 6–12, offering weekly coaching 
sessions with professional musicians, as well as providing instrument supplies and concert tickets. The 
Symphony’s online educational resources include a variety of digital programs that offer lessons and activities 

https://mccallssf.com/
https://mccallssf.com/
https://www.got-light.com/
https://www.yukiizumihara.com/
https://www.zennioptical.com/
https://www.harrywinston.com/
https://thecaviarco.com/
https://www.chandon.com/
https://www.luxardo.it/
https://nikkawhiskyusa.com/products/nikka-coffey-vodka?srsltid=AfmBOopEGLxYmuTSTWmYz3Y_D8Uvdbf9Nhrb9tOX9LA74hP6jOKrYwcm
http://www.sfsymphony.org/gala
http://sfsymphony.org/About-SFS/Press-Room/Press-Kits/Gala-2026


   

 

 

designed to support schools and promote music education at home. To learn more about the Symphony’s 
education programs, visit sfsymphony.org/education. 
 
The Symphony’s community engagement programs aim to serve, enrich, and reflect the Bay Area community, 
with a robust lineup of year-round events and programs that are dynamic, diverse, and accessible to all. These 
include the All San Francisco Concert, a 47-year-strong tradition celebrating the people who work tirelessly to 
make the Bay Area a more just and equitable place; Music in the Wards, which brings SF Symphony musicians to 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital to perform monthly concerts; the free Community Chamber Concerts series, 
which partners with a broad range of organizations to bring small ensemble concerts to Bay Area communities; 
Día de los Muertos, an annual concert program of traditional and contemporary Latin American music, preceded 
by a festive array of family-friendly activities; and Deck the Hall Community Day, an annual holiday concert 
performed for young people in Davies Symphony Hall every December. The San Francisco Symphony’s 
Community Ticket Program, which provides an average of more than 12,000 free tickets to community partners, 
essential workers, and fellow San Franciscans and Bay Area residents throughout the season, is designed to 
provide equitable access to the Orchestra’s concerts for members of our San Francisco Bay Area community. To 
learn more about the Symphony’s extensive community engagement programs, visit 
sfsymphony.org/community.    
 
CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE: 
 
Tickets:  
Tickets for concerts at Davies Symphony Hall can be purchased via sfsymphony.org or by calling the San 
Francisco Symphony Box Office at 415.864.6000.   
 
Location:  
Davies Symphony Hall is located at 201 Van Ness Avenue in San Francisco.  
  
 
SPECIAL EVENT   
Opening Gala with Hilary Hahn 

Thursday, September 24, 2026, at 7:00pm  
  
Giancarlo Guerrero conductor  
Hilary Hahn violin  
San Francisco Symphony  
  
JOHN ADAMS The Chairman Dances  
  
FELIX MENDELSSOHN Violin Concerto  
  
NICOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV Capriccio espagnol   
 
Event Timeline 
Concert-only attendees 

5:30pm: Preconcert reception for all ticketholders 21 and older, including a complimentary beverage, light bites, 
and preconcert entertainment 
6:30pm: Doors open for guests under 21  
7:00pm: Opening Gala Concert  
8:30pm: Concert program ends; music and drinks available for purchase at the Orchestra level bar 
9:30pm: Event concludes 
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VIP Dinner 
5:30pm: Red carpet arrivals and preconcert VIP receptions in Wattis Room and Loge Lobby 

7:00pm: Opening Gala Concert 
8:30pm: Concert program ends; VIP dinner in Zellerbach Rehearsal Hall begins 
11:30pm: Opening Gala concludes 
 
Tickets: 
Concert-only tickets: $99–339    
Gala Dinner (individual tickets): $3,000–10,000    
   
Concert-only tickets: sfsymphony.org/Buy-Tickets/2026-27/Opening-Gala 
Gala Dinner packages: sfsymphony.org/gala  
  

 
Connect with the San Francisco Symphony on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram:   

     

   
 

The San Francisco Symphony receives support from 10,000 individual donors and 140 partner institutions. 
  

San Francisco Arts Commission is Lead Municipal Partner of the San Francisco Symphony. 
  

Grants for the Arts is a Season Partner of the San Francisco Symphony. 
  

The San Francisco Symphony’s Official Radio Partner is Classical California. 
  

- San Francisco Symphony - 
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