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Sakurako Fisher was elected President of the San Francisco Symphony in December 2012 and has been 
a member of the San Francisco Symphony’s Board of Governors since 1992.  She was most recently the 
Vice President of the Board of Governors and Chair of the Development Steering Committee. Active in 
several arts-related and educational institutions, she also serves as the chairman of the National Board of 
the Smithsonian Institution. She also sits on the U.S. advisory boards for the Union Centrale des Arts et 
Decoratifs and the Centre Pompidou. She is a Stanford graduate in International Relations and has 
worked for Cargill and Citibank. Sakurako Fisher is an advisory board member of the Department of 
Humanities and Sciences and the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at Stanford and also 
serves as trustee and chair of development of the Thacher School in Ojai, California.  Twice chair of the 
board of ODC/Dance, Fisher has also served on the boards of Stern Grove and the Asian Art Museum 
Foundation and has recently completed a term as vice chair of the board of The Exploratorium. She has 
also served on the boards of the American Hospital of Paris, the American Hospital of Paris Foundation, 
and Alliance Française, and was awarded Le Chevalier des Arts et Lettres from the government of 
France. Fisher Is a passionate music lover who studied koto and flute growing up and continues to 
immerse herself in music of all kinds, whether exploring the worlds of Beethoven and Mahler or 
discovering her family's favorite bands. 
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