
Joshua Elmore
Principal Bassoon
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5 Ways to 
Make Your 
Concert 
Amazing

b r u s h  u p  o n 
b e e t h o v e n 

Read the  
program book  
in print or online  
at Encore+.

k e e p  i t  
c l a s s y 

Grab a cocktail  
from the lobby  
bar and be on  
the lookout for 
specialty drinks 
throughout  
the season!

t a k e  i n  a  
b o n u s  f e a t u r e

Hear about the 
artists and music 
with Inside Music 
Talks—included 
as part of every 
Orchestral Series 
concert. 

g e t  t h e  
f u l l  p i c t u r e 

Check out themed 
lobby exhibits 
designed to 
enhance your 
experience.

g o  
g l a m 

Snap a selfie  
in the beautiful 
lobby of Davies 
Symphony  
Hall and take  
in the killer views.
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Music connects  
us to what we feel, 
what we imagine. 
Brings us closer  
to our shared world 
and to each other.  
In the concert hall, 
those connections 
deepen: between 
audience and artist, 
past and present, 
sound and 
expression.  
This season,  
the San Francisco 
Symphony invites  
you to follow those 
connections 
wherever they lead. 

sfsymphony.org/2026–27

Anne  
Richardson
Associate  
Principal Cello

Peter & Jacqueline  
Hoefer Chair
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Faith, myth, nature, imagination. 
Music connects the forces that  
shape us, holding them in balance.

At the center: the inner life.
At the edge: the world that  
surrounds us.

The World Within Us,  
The World Around Us

Prokofiev  
Romeo  

and Juliet

Renée Fleming 
Sings Strauss 

Adams   
Doctor Atomic  

Symphony

An Alpine
 Symphony

Programs that in
clu

de M
YTH

O
LO

G
Y

 th
em

es
P

ro
gra

m
s th

at i
nclu

de S
PIRITUAL I T Y  themes
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Ray Chen  
Plays Sibelius

Joshua Bell  
Plays  
Beethoven

Isabel Leonard  
Sings Shéhérazade 

Prokofiev  
Romeo  

and Juliet

Gabriella Smith  
and Sibelius 2

Adams  
The Dharma  
at Big Sur 

An Alpine
 Symphony

Celebrating 
Herbert Blomstedt

Alonzo King
LINES Ballet  
and Appalachian  
Spring 

Stravinsky  
Firebird Staged

P
ro

gram
s that include THEATER / MOVEMENT themes

Programs that in
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Y
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Haydn Creation

Bloch Sacred 
Service with  
the SF Symphony 
and Chorus
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From the emotional to the elemental, 
explore how music connects the world 
within us and the world around us.

Seen and Unseen Renée Fleming Sings Strauss
October 1, 3–4 

Two autobiographical works by Richard 
Strauss reveal different facets of the human 
experience. In the late-life Four Last Songs, 
sung here by the incomparable Strauss 
interpreter Renée Fleming, Strauss bids 
a tender farewell to his life in music. Ein 
Heldenleben is an impassioned portrait of 
human successes and failures, told with a flair  
for the dramatic.

October 2: Join Renée Fleming and 
Dr. Charles Limb of UCSF for a special  
talk exploring the powerful connections 
between music, health, and neuroscience.

Doctor Atomic and  
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto
October 29–31

Elim Chan conducts a quartet  
of works that delve into the great  
unknown: Choral works by Brahms  
and Arvo Pärt lay a meditative  
foundation, while Renaud Capuçon  
regales us with the lustrous melodies  
and glittering pyrotechnics of  
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto.  
John Adams’s Doctor Atomic  
Symphony cloaks Nuclear Age anxiety  
in dark orchestral splendor. 
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Gabriella Smith
Gabriella Smith, a passionate 
conservationist, describes  
herself as “a composer whose  
work invites listeners to find joy  
in climate action.” 

A regular collaborator with  
the San Francisco Symphony  
in recent seasons, Smith takes  
on the role of the Symphony’s 
Creative Partner in 2026–27. 
Performance highlights  
include How to Be a Bird, an  
SF Symphony-commissioned  
violin concerto, and a performance 
of her Point Reyes-inspired tone 
poem, Tumblebird Contrails.  
Smith will also work with the 
musicians of the SF Symphony 
Youth Orchestra as they prepare 
her Tidalwave Kitchen for a 
performance next season. 

Additional activities with  
Gabriella Smith include a  
special day of service focused  
on ecological restoration and  
a partnership with the Gardens  
of Golden Gate Park.

Sibelius 2 and  
Gabriella Smith 
(featuring How to Be a Bird) 
Mar 18–20 

John Adams  
The Dharma at Big Sur 
(featuring Tumblebird Contrails) 
Jun 17–18

San Francisco Symphony  
Youth Orchestra 
(featuring Tidalwave Kitchen) 
Concert date TBA

Isabel Leonard  
Sings Ravel
November 6 & 8

Myths and legends are at the fore  
in a program headed by charismatic 
mezzo-soprano Isabel Leonard.  
Ravel’s riveting song cycle Shéhérazade 
abounds in sensuous modal melodies  
and dynamic drama, and D’Indy’s vivid 
Istar is derived from Babylonian myth. 
Strauss’s surging single-movement 
Symphonic Fantasy on Die Frau ohne 
Schatten conjures an empress who  
lacks both shadow and soul.

Prokofiev  
Romeo and Juliet
November 13–15 

Prokofiev’s ballet music for  
Romeo and Juliet is every bit as  
singular as the Shakespeare tragedy  
that inspired it: savage and sensual,  
tragic and comic. Heard in its first  
SF Symphony performances,  
Augusta Holmès’s Andromède  
infuses ancient Greek myth with 
Wagnerian grandeur. Ottorino 
Respighi pulls off medieval plainsong  
with 20th-century pizzazz in his  
Concerto gregoriano. 

Sibelius 2  
and Gabriella Smith 
March 18–20 

Einojuhani Rautavaara’s Cantus  
Arcticus is a concerto for birdsong  
and orchestra; it incorporates  
field recordings of natural sounds.  
More recently, Gabriella Smith cuts 
right to the chase with an SF Symphony- 
commissioned violin concerto,  
How to Be a Bird. Sibelius didn’t  
include any explicit birdsong in his 
Symphony No. 2, but you’d never  
know it from the way the woodwinds 
chatter, warble, and keen.  

An Alpine Symphony
May 27–29

Spiritual reflection takes contrasting 
forms in works by Richard Strauss  
and Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco.  
Inspired by three Biblical prophets, 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco’s Second  
Violin Concerto celebrates his  
Jewish heritage.  Strauss’s An Alpine 
Symphony recreates a powerful 
experience in nature, calling for  
a massive orchestra that includes  
offstage brass, wind and thunder 
machines, and cowbells.  

SF Symphony  
and Chorus
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Alonzo King LINES Ballet  
and Appalachian Spring 
November 19–21

Choreographer Alonzo King and  
LINES Ballet’s regular collaborations  
with the San Francisco Symphony 
feel both like a homecoming and an 
evolution of a shared artistic language. 
In reimagining the expansive Americana 
of Copland’s Appalachian Spring and 
the evocative, impressionistic textures 
of Debussy’s Prelude to The Afternoon 
of a Faun, King and LINES Ballet invite 
us to explore how movement and sound 
breathe together in real time. 

Sound meets sight  
in performances shaped  
by visual storytelling.

Music, Made Visible

Stravinsky Firebird Staged
June 3–5 

Director Janni Younge’s production of Stravinsky’s  
The Firebird draws on the symbolism and dramaturgy  
of Michel Fokine’s original choreography (based on 
figures from Russian folklore) and reinterprets them  
in a contemporary South African setting, using larger-
than-life puppets and African dance forms. Conducted  
by Cristian Măcelaru, Stravinsky’s intensely colorful  
score adds to the drama.



415.864.6000	 9

John Adams
John Adams’s orchestral  
works occupy a central place  
in the contemporary repertory  
and are especially prized by  
the San Francisco Symphony. 
Beginning with his 1978 
appointment as the Symphony’s 
new music adviser, this 
collaboration has unfolded  
over decades through a series  
of innovative commissions  
and recordings. On the occasion  
of his 80th birthday, Adams  
fills the SF Symphony bill with  
three separate programs  
next season—each containing  
a Symphony premiere.  

Doctor Atomic  
and Mendelssohn  
Violin Concerto 
October 29–31

Alsop Conducts  
Shostakovich 5 
January 22 & 24 
(Featuring the West Coast  
premiere of The Rock  
You Stand On)	

John Adams  
The Dharma at Big Sur  
June 17–18

John Adams  
The Dharma at Big Sur
June 17–18

In The Dharma at Big Sur—a concerto for electric 
violin—John Adams honors two West Coast composers 
whom he calls friends and inspirations, Lou Harrison and 
Terry Riley. Video and photography by acclaimed artist 
Deborah O’Grady brings together visions of California’s 
mystical landscapes with Adams’s hypnotic work. 

Alonzo King  
LINES Ballet 
Keelan Whitmore
© RJ Muna
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San Francisco Symphony  
members step forward as soloists, 
while conductors whose roots  
with the Orchestra run deep return. 

Music Starts at Home

Rainer Eudeikis
Principal Cello 
Philip S. Boone Chair

Jacob Nissly
Principal 
Percussion

Katherine Siochi
Principal  
Harp
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Alonzo King LINES Ballet  
and Appalachian Spring 
November 19–21

Principal Cello Rainer Eudeikis  
headlines Prokofiev’s sardonic  
and spectacular Sinfonia concertante 
in a program also featuring Alonzo King 
LINES Ballet in works by Debussy and 
Copland. This cello concerto in all but 
name boasts one of the most demanding  
roles in the repertoire. The cello doles 
out every frequency in its range, from 
throbbing low notes to piercing cries. 

Esa-Pekka Salonen Conducts 
Symphonie fantastique 
April 22–24

Esa-Pekka Salonen and the  
SF Symphony come together  
to explore the lavish beauty and  
ghastly visions of Berlioz’s Symphonie 
fantastique. Extending the exhilaration  
is the world premiere of American 
composer Rene Orth’s Harp and 
Percussion Concerto, an SF Symphony 
commission showcasing the talents  
of Principal Harp Katherine Siochi  
and Principal Percussion Jacob Nissly. 
Orth’s trailblazing, tech-forward music 
combines wide-ranging sounds to create 
new modes of storytelling.

Celebrating  
Herbert Blomstedt
January 14–16

Don’t miss your chance to celebrate  
the centenary of Herbert Blomstedt, 
the San Francisco Symphony’s beloved 
Conductor Laureate. Blomstedt brings 
a lifetime’s worth of loving stewardship 
to Bruckner’s complex and magisterial 
Fourth Symphony and Schubert’s Third,  
a sublime synthesis of musical 
influences—and something all his own. 
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Experience  
intimate programs  
with some of the  
world’s most  
acclaimed soloists  
and ensembles.

Masters at Work

Emanuel Ax 
Piano Recital
January 10

Yuja Wang 
Piano Recital
April 18

Evgeny Kissin 
Piano Recital
April 19

g r e a t  p e r f o r m e r s  s e r i e s

Hélène Grimaud 
Piano Recital
November 10

An Evening with  
Itzhak Perlman
January 19

Batiashvili/Capuçon/Thibaudet Trio
October 15
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The SF Symphony  
Chorus animates works 
rooted in mysteries of faith

Haydn Creation
April 3–4 

Haydn worked on The Creation  
for more than a year, but it was time 
well spent; Haydn translates the 
mystery of creation into the most 
human of terms, infusing it  
with grace, delight, wit, and humor. 
Don’t miss this rare opportunity 
to hear it in full, interpreted by the 
British conductor Jane Glover with 
vocal soloists Joélle Harvey, 
Miles Mykkanen, Michael Sumuel,
and the SF Symphony and Chorus. 

Bloch Sacred Service  
with the SF Symphony & Chorus
May 22

During his tenure as director  
of the SF Conservatory of Music, 
the Swiss-born composer  
Ernest Bloch wrote his Avodath 
Hakodesh (Sacred Service) for  
San Francisco’s Congregation 
Emanu-El. Although he originally 
intended it as a “great Jewish 
oratorio,” the deeply spiritual work 
gestures toward the universal, 
transcending all theological 
constraints. The SF Symphony  
and Chorus are joined by conductor 
Teddy Abrams and cantor Arik  
Luck of Congregation Emanu-El  
to perform this moving masterpiece 
for the first time.
This concert is presented in 
partnership with Congregation 
Emanu-El.

Orchestre  
Symphonique  
de Montréal
October 25

Seong-Jin Cho
Piano Recital
March 1

Alisa Weilerstein  
and Inon Barnatan  
in Recital
May 16

Hilary Hahn Trio  
November 30

Batiashvili/Capuçon/Thibaudet Trio
October 15
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Star Wars:  
Return of the Jedi 
September 10 & 12

The Ring 
October 20 

The Nightmare  
Before Christmas 
November 24  
Kids’ tickets half-off!

Hook 
November 27–28 
Kids’ tickets half-off!

Avatar Live in Concert
January 8–9

Metropolis 
April 8

La La Land in Concert
April  9–10

Disney and Pixar’s  
UP: In Concert 
May 21 
Kids’ tickets half-off!

The Film Series is presented  
in honor of Misty Tyree,  
whose remarkable legacy gift 
ensures her lasting commitment 
to the San Francisco Symphony 
and its artistic mission. 

The Ring

Star Wars:  
Return  
of the Jedi

The Nightmare  
Before Christmas Hook Avatar Live in Concert

Films with  
Live Orchestra

Big Screen,
Big Scores

©Disney

©Disney
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SoundBox: 
Vijay Gupta 
January 29–30 

SoundBox:  
Edwin Outwater 
April 1–2 

Lead support for SoundBox  
is provided by the Barbro and  
Bernard Osher SoundBox Fund.

Avatar Live in Concert Metropolis La La Land in Concert
Disney and Pixar’s  
UP: In Concert

Extraordinary, 
Multisensory

SoundBox

©Disney/Pixar
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Popular artists  
and classical  
luminaries join  
the SF Symphony  
in performances  
you won’t hear 
anywhere else.

When  
Stars Align

Samara Joy  
with the  
SF Symphony
September 8

Opening Gala  
with Hilary Hahn
September 24

Salonen Conducts  
Symphonie fantastique  
April 22–24

Pink Martini  
with the  
SF Symphony
December 2

Gregory Alan Isakov  
with the SF Symphony
September 15

Fantastic Negrito  
with the SF Symphony
September 26
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Experience the 
complete range  
of SF Symphony 

programming

Shenson Spotlight Series  
Ascendant artists in recital

Dmitry Shishkin  
Piano Recital 

February  3 

Kebra-Seyoun Charles 
Bass Recital 

March 10

Zlatomir Fung  
Cello Recital 

April 14 

Eva Gevorgyan  
Piano Recital 

May 19

For the Young & Young at Heart
Performances ideal for families 

Kids’ tickets half-off!

Music for Families 
October  24 &  May 15

Disney and Pixar’s  
UP: In Concert 

May 21

Festive Favorites

Día de los Muertos 
November 7

A celebration of Latin American 
music and culture, including 

lobby installations by local artists.
Kids’ tickets half-off!

Deck the Hall  
Holiday Concert

December 6

Let the San Francisco Symphony 
brighten your family’s holiday 

season with this beloved annual 
tradition. Kids’ tickets half-off!

Lunar New Year 
February 6

A coming-together of music and 
community drawing on Asian 
traditions, past and present.

The Día de los Muertos 
and Lunar New Year concerts  

are presented in partnership with

Ray Chen  
Plays Sibelius
May 6–8

Joshua Bell  
Plays Beethoven
February 25–27 

Opening Gala  
with Hilary Hahn
September 24

Pink Martini  
with the  
SF Symphony
December 2

Hisaishi  
Conducts Hisaishi
October 22–24
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And That’s Just the Beginning
11 More Reasons to Join Us in 2026–27

Rach On 
Bask in the glow of 
Rachmaninoff, from 
sweeping piano  
concertos to the 
Symphonic Dances.

Rachmaninoff  
Symphonic Dances
Conducted by  
Karina Canellakis
October 9–11 

Rachmaninoff  
Piano Concerto No. 2 
February 11–13 

Yefim Bronfman  
Plays Rachmaninoff 
June 25–27 

Dazzling Double Bill 
Seong-Jin Cho brings  
his mind-boggling brilliance 
to both concerto and  
recital performances.

Seong-Jin Cho Plays 
Mendelssohn 
January 29–31

Seong-Jin Cho  
Piano Recital 
March 1

Be Spirited Away 
Legendary composer  
Joe Hisaishi unveils a  
new concerto for orchestra.

Hisaishi Conducts  
Hisaishi
October 22–24

Maximum Beethoven  
Jaap van Zweden’s Beethoven 
journey continues with  
the jolly Eighth Symphony  
and the thundering Fifth. 

Van Zweden Conducts  
Beethoven 5 
February 18–20

A Perfect Pairing 
San Francisco’s  
resident piano legend 
Garrick Ohlsson takes  
on Brahms’s magisterial 
First Piano Concerto. 

Garrick Ohlsson  
Plays Brahms 
September 18–19

Holidays, Sorted 
Lock in your Halloween  
plans with The Ring (October 20) 
with live orchestra, then round  
up the family at Thanksgiving  
for The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (November 24)  
and Hook (November 27–28).
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…And Here Are 11 More Concerts You Should See

Maximum Beethoven: Jaap van Zweden’s Beethoven journey 
continues with the jolly Eighth Symphony and the thundering Fifth. 
Van Zweden Conducts Beethoven 5 
Feb 18–20

Be Spirited Away: Legendary composer Joe Hisaishi unveils a new 
concerto for orchestra.
Hisaishi Conducts Hisaishi
Oct 22–24

Dazzling Double Bill: Seong-Jin Cho brings his mind-boggling 
brilliance to both concerto and recital performances.
Seong-Jin Cho Plays Mendelssohn 
Jan 29–31
Seong-Jin Cho Piano Recital 
Mar 1

A Perfect Pairing: San Francisco’s resident piano legend Garrick 
Ohlsson takes on Brahms’s magisterial First Piano Concerto. 
Garrick Ohlsson Plays Brahms 
Sept 18–19

Rach On: Bask in the glow of Rachmaninoff, from sweeping piano 
concertos to the Symphonic Dances.
Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances 
Oct 9–11 
Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto 2 
Feb 11–13 
Yefim Bronfman Plays Rachmaninoff 
Jun 25–27 

Holidays, Sorted: Lock in your Halloween plans with The Ring with 
live orchestra, then round up the family at Thanksgiving for The 
Nightmare Before Christmas and Hook.
The Ring 
Oct 20 
The Nightmare Before Christmas 
Nov 24 
Hook 
Nov 27–28

Jerome Simas
Bass Clarinet
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Davies Symphony Hall
201 Van Ness Avenue
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Subscribe Your Way
It’s simple: Choose one of our recommended  
packages or pick any three or more concerts  
from the 2026–27 season to enjoy subscriber benefits.

•	 Great prices: save up to 25%! 
•	 Free, unlimited ticket exchanges 
•	 Priority access to presales & holiday concerts 
•	 Complimentary seat upgrades 

Get the Full Picture
Excited for what’s next?
View the pull-out 2026–27 calendar following page 10. 
Head to sfsymphony.org/2026–27 to see a complete  
list of available subscription options designed around  
concert experience, musical taste, day of the week,  
and more. Or, design your own perfect performance  
package from our complete lineup. 
Welcome to being a San Francisco Symphony subscriber!

FREE TICKET OFFER
Get more of what you love! Purchase tickets by May 1, 2026

Purchase...	  to Receive...

4 or more concerts	 1 FREE Orchestral Series concert

8 or more concerts	 4 FREE Orchestral Series concerts

12 or more concerts	 6 FREE Orchestral Series concerts

18 or more concerts	 8 FREE Orchestral Series concerts
	 2 complimentary beverage vouchers
	 1 additional one-time seat upgrade	

Promotional offer applies to all subscribers who purchase  
a minimum of four full-price subscription concerts. Add-ons  
and special concerts are not applicable towards minimum 
purchase. Offer applies to full-price subscriptions and cannot  
be combined with any other discounts. 

The following SF Symphony Orchestral Series concerts  
are excluded from this offer: 11/19–21, 1/14–16, 1/29–31, 2/18–20, 
2/25 & 2/27, 4/22–24, 5/6–8, 6/3–5. 
 
Subject to availability. Promotion expires 5/1/2026.
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