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SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY CONTRABASSOON STEVEN BRAUNSTEIN 
RETIRES AT END OF 2021–22 SEASON 

  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA—The San Francisco Symphony announces a change to its orchestra roster. After 
33 seasons as contrabassoonist/bassoonist of the San Francisco Symphony, Steven Braunstein will retire 
at the end of the 2021–22 season. His final Orchestral Series performances will be the June 23–25 
program, featuring works by John Adams, Jean Sibelius, and Steven Stucky, led by Music Director Esa-
Pekka Salonen and featuring pianist Víkingur Ólafsson as soloist.  
 
Steven Braunstein, a New York City native, studied bassoon with Arthur Weisberg, Bill Douglas, Elias 
Carmen, and William Polisi, and contrabassoon with Paul Camerata and Burt Bial. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree at the California Institute of the Arts and his master’s degree at the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook. He was a member of the Toronto Symphony for ten years and in 1990 joined 
the San Francisco Symphony as contrabassoonist. In 2002, he gave the world premiere of Michael Tilson 
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Thomas’ Urban Legend with the San Francisco Symphony, a work composed for him. He teaches at San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music, coaches bassoon students at the Ruth Asawa San Francisco School of 
the Arts, and has been on the faculty at San Francisco State University and the University of Toronto. 
Learn more about Steven Braunstein.  
 

Connect with the San Francisco Symphony on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Tumblr, Instagram, and Soundcloud: 
 

         
 

The San Francisco Symphony receives support from more than 8,500 individual donors and 250 partner institutions. 
 

San Francisco Arts Commission is Lead Municipal Partner of the San Francisco Symphony. 
  

Chevron is the inaugural Second Century Partner of the San Francisco Symphony. 
  

Emirates is the Official Airline of the San Francisco Symphony. 
 

Franklin Templeton and Fiduciary Trust International are Season Partners of the San Francisco Symphony. 
 

Grants for the Arts is a Season Partner of the San Francisco Symphony. 
 

The San Francisco Symphony’s Official Radio Partner is KDFC, The Bay Area’s Radio Home for Classical Music and the Arts. 
 

San Francisco Chronicle is the Official Media Partner of the San Francisco Symphony. 
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