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Davies Symphony Hall Classical Series

With more than 20 different options to choose from, there’'s
something for everybody at the San Francisco Symphony.

1 Select your desired day of the week to go to the Symphony.

2 Find the column listing series on your desired d

3 Scan the column to see all dates in the series.
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SEP SEP SEP SEP SEP Michael Tilson Thomas 7\ Mahler Riickert Lieder Mahler’s genius for song! The award-winning Susan Graham sings SEP SEP
16 16 16 16 17 conductor & Mahler Symphony No. 1 Mahler’s orchestral settings of legendary Romantic poet Friedrich 19 20
Susan Graham mezzo-soprano 3 A Rickert. Mahler’s majestic First Symphony incorporates melodic ideas 4pm
E from the composer’s own songs and from folk tunes. This work also
© features Mahler’'s morose version of Frére Jacques.
SEP SEP SEP SEP Michael Tilson Thomas Mahler Origins and Legacies Discover the genius of late Romantic master Gustav Mahler. Michael SEP SEP SEP
23 23 23 24 conductor and pianist Music to Include Tilson Thomas and the SFS present an evening of songs, chamber music, 25 25 26
Thomas Hampson baritone §, Songs of a Wayfarer, Piano Quartet, and symphonic selections spanning Mahler’s career. Hear his varied
% selections from Symphonies 2, 3 & 7, influences, from music of his Jewish ancestry to the military cadences
= and early songs for voice and piano, and he heard as a child.
Scherzo from Hans Rott's Symphony
SEP SEP SEP oCT Michael Tilson Thomas o Scelsi Hymnos Mahler’s stirring Fifth Symphony is his best-known orchestral work. It OCT OoCT OoCT
30 30 30 1 conductor H Mahler Symphony No. 5 includes the most frequently performed excerpt from all of Mahler’s 2 2 3
E works, the gorgeous Adagietto.
3
7
OCT OCT OCT oCcT David Robertson conductor Brett Dean Carlo Hear Haydn’s Surprise Symphony and experience the jolt that made oCcT OoCT oCcT
7 7 7 7 Yefim Bronfman piano - Haydn Symphony No. 94, Surprise London audiences gasp! Brahms’ Second Piano Concerto—with its extra 9 9 10
E Brahms Piano Concerto No. 2 movement—proves that all concertos are not created equal. Soloist Yefim
§ Bronfman packs the keyboard power this piece demands.
oCT oCT oCT Itzhak Perlman conductor Bach Violin Concerto No. 2 The great Itzhak Perlman leads Tchaikovsky's greatest symphony and oCT
14 14 14 and violin Elgar Introduction and Allegro Elgar's magnificent, rarely heard Introduction and Allegro. Perlman is also 17
E Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 6, virtuoso soloist in a Bach concerto that yields nothing to the Romantics
H Pathétique on this program for drama and edge.
ocT Osmo Vanska conductor John Adams Slonimsky's Earbox The music of living legend John Adams begins an evening of affecting oCcT oCT oCT
22 Yundi Li piano Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No. 1 and thrilling masterpieces. Yundi Li plays Tchaikovsky's Piano Concerto, 23 23 24
< Dvoiak Symphony No. 7 one of the most famous concertos in all of music. Dvorak’s breathtaking
2 Seventh Symphony rounds out a program that is sure to move you.
s
OoCT OoCT OoCT Osmo Vanska conductor 1 Aulis Sallinen Symphony No. 1 Experience two sides of Beethoven: the Classical symphonist and the
28 28 28 Vadim Repin violin by Sibelius Violin Concerto passionate dramatist. The SFS presents Beethoven's searing Overture

Beethoven Coriolan Overture
Beethoven Symphony No. 8

to Coriolan, and the Eighth Symphony, sprung from a tightly wound coil.
Violinist Vadim Repin plays Sibelius’s Violin Concerto, the composer’s
only work in the genre, a virtuosic masterpiece.




g
E] = §.§
‘A RN Ee 25 :
®, o, £ S E Ba, “ - 5 &
wf of S2 82 S2 So 82 52 52 §gf Ef EP 2z Ee g2 £ 930S B2 ISE 2: B8
SE @ 282808 0808 28 @3 8= CONDUCTORS < m:0f ol lme ol 3ot BH o B
2° ©° ©S ©S S S ®S 38 35 8 3° _-© _© 76 —9 9 S T3 #8S +#S +&=0 =5 E£0
S 2 25 25 56 3¢ 56 Feo Fo kS AND GUEST ARTISTS PROGRAMS NOTES £ £ £o o o Ko £E B B~ Br B~ Do
Osmo Vanska conductor FR|DAY6_5 SERIES At this Friday 6.5 concert you'll hear the conductor briefly share unique OCT
Vadim Repin violin Sibelius Violin C N perspectives on the composer, the work, and its place in musical history. 30
< ibelius Violin ‘oncer 0 Experience two sides of Beethoven: the Classical symphonist and the
H Beethoven Coriolan Overture passionate dramatist. The SFS presents Beethoven's searing Overture to
> Beethoven Symphony No. 8 Coriolan, and the Eighth Symphony, sprung from a tightly wound coil.
Violinist Vadim Repin plays Sibelius’s Violin Concerto, the composer’s
only work in the genre, a virtuosic masterpiece.
Semyon Bychkov conductor Rachmaninoff 7he Bells A Russian translation of Edgar Allan Poe’s 7he Bells was the inspiration Nov NoVv NOV NOV
Nuccia Focile soprano Rachmaninoff Symphony No. 2 for Sergei Rachmaninoff’s choral monument of the same name. This 6 6 7 8
Frank Lopardo tenor g haunting work’s mystery lies in its use of an ancient chant sung at
Mikhail Petrenko baritone & funerals. The Second Symphony is a multi-colored tapestry of melody.
SFS Chorus ®
NOV Semyon Bychkov conductor Detlev Glanert New Work The Fifth Symphony of Sibelius conjures the majesty of the composer’s NOV NOV NOV
12  Gautier Capucon cello (US premiere) native Finland. This music is by turns grand, playful, and inspiring. 13 13 14
§ Schumann Cello Concerto Schumann was a great composer of song. In his Cello Concerto, he
§ Sibelius Symphony No. 5 wrote a long-lined romantic song for his instrumental soloist.
3
NOV NOV NOV NOV NOV Alexander Barantschik leader Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 Bach's Brandenburg Concertos have delighted audiences since their
18 18 18 18 19 and violin § Bach Orchestral Suite No. 1 publication. Bach’s mastery of the concerto form and his virtuosic writing
Members of the £ Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 4 is evident in these masterpieces. Pay special attention to the spectacular
San Francisco Symphony § J.C. Bach Sinfonia in B-flat major harpsichord solo in Brandenburg No. 5.
® Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 5
Ragnar Bohlin conductor Bach Christmas Oratorio The San Francisco Symphony Chorus sings Bach's Christmas Oratorio, NOV NOV NOV NOV
Malin Christensson soprano a magnum opus that's one of the most beautiful and celebratory pieces 27 27 28 29
Marie-Nicole Lemieux contralto , of his career. This great tableau for chorus and orchestra dramatize’s
Lothar Odinius tenor g Christ’s birth and adoration in a work that rivals Handel's Messiah in
Anders Larsson bass = musical majesty.
SFS Chorus
DEC DEC DEC DEC Michael Tilson Thomas @ Schubert/Webern German Dances Fate knocks at the door! Beethoven's electrifying Fifth Symphony DEC DEC DEC
9 9 9 10 conductor z Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 provides the finale to an evening of theatrical delights. The program also 11 11 12
Emanuel Ax piano E Webern Symphony features Schubert’s overture to Rosamunde and Beethoven'’s lyrical
8 Beethoven Symphony No. 5 Fourth Piano Concerto. Anton Webern's powerful Symphony lends some
= twentieth-century counterpoint to a night of Romantic showpieces.
David Robertson conductor George Benjamin Jubilation An evening of colorful music that really moves, featuring Bartok’s JAN JAN
z Debussy (arr. Jarrell) £tudes Dance Suite and two captivating works by English composer George 9 10
2 George Benjamin Dance Figures Benjamin. Experience the joy of his Jubilation and the swing of his
§ L/ ‘ Mendelssohn Symphony No. 3, Dance Figures. See why this composer has been a sensation since his
= Scottish debut at age twenty.
David Robertson conductor FH|DAY6_5 SERIES At this Friday 6.5 concert you'll hear the conductor briefly share unique JAN
§ George Benjamin Jubilation perspectives on the composer, the work, and its place in mus@gl history. 8
2 PR An evening of colorful music that really moves, featuring Bartok’s
& George Benjamin Dance Figures - .
g Mendelssohn Svmphony No. 3 Dance S_;u\te and_tvvo captl_vatmg works_by vEngI\sh composer Gegrge
2 ymphony .
Scottish Benjamin. Experience the joy of his Jubilation and the swing of}h|5 .
Dance Figures. See why this composer has been a sensation since his
debut at age twenty.
JAN George Benjamin conductor Ravel Mother Goose Suite The magnetism of French composers of the twentieth century willdraw ~ JAN JAN JAN
14  Nicholas Hodges piano .  George Benjamin Piano Concerto, you into this program. Experience the charm of Ravel's Mother Goose 15 15 16
H Duet Suite and the exoticism of his Rapsodie espagnole while the birds sing
H i Messiaen Oiseaux exotiques in Messiaen’s Oiseaux exotiques. This program also features two works
® George Benjamin Ringed by the by Messiaen'’s favorite student, George Benjamin.
Flat Horizon
Ravel Rapsodie espagnole
JAN JAN JAN Michael Tilson Thomas Sibelius Oceanides The brilliance of cellist YoYo Ma shines in a program that features two JAN
20 20 20 conductor Shostakovich Cello Concerto No. 2 dazzling masterpieces. Brahms's Concerto for Violin and Cello displays 23
Yo-Yo Ma cello b Brahms Concerto for Violin and Cello the lavish harmonies of the Romantic era, while Shostakovich'’s Cello
Colin Jacobsen violin < Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 2, Concerto—written in 1966—is a superb example of the composer’s
= % | j11/e Russian late style.
Michael Tilson Thomas FR”]AYG_S SERIES At this Friday 6.5 concert you'll hear the conductor briefly share unique JAN
conductor perspectives on the composer, the work, and its place in musical history. 22

Sibelius Oceanides
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 2,
Little Russian

Sibelius was inspired by Tchaikovsky, but here the two composers
couldn’t be more different. Tchaikovsky is extrovert and jubilant,
Sibelius craggy and monumental. What makes these works a natural
pairing is their folk-song roots. Discover more as MTT introduces them
inour 6.5 series.

TILSON THOMAS
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JAN JAN JAN JAN JAN Michael Tilson Thomas o Stravinsky Octet A night of Classical and Neo-Classical gems featuring Stravinsky's Octet ~ JAN JAN JAN
27 27 27 27 28 conductor and piano § Mozart Piano Concerto No. 23 and Mozart's always fresh twenty-third Piano Concerto. Stravinsky drew 29 29 30
= Stravinsky Pulcinella upon the music of late Baroque and pre-Classical composers as a tribute
8 to Commedia dell'Arte in the ballet Pulcinella. Hear the complete score
F of this fantastic showpiece.
FEB FEB FEB FEB  Michael Tilson Thomas 2 Schubert Mass No. 2 Franz Schubert’s beautiful melodic writing isn't just for soloists and art FEB FEB FEB
3 3 3 4 conductor § Ives (orch. Henry Brant) songs! Hear one of Schubert’s choral treasures, the Mass in G major. 5 5 6
g A Concord Symphony Henry Brant's spectacular arrangement of Ives turns the Concord Sonata
3 into A Concord Symphony.
£
FEB FEB FEB Charles Dutoit conductor Walton Violin Concerto A magnificent tour through the heavens with Gustav Holst's FEB FEB FEB
10 10 10 Alexander Barantschik violin Holst 7he Planets incomparable Planets! From the warlike glory and rhythmic insistence 12 12 13
Women of the SFS Chorus . of Mars, to the playful merriment of Jupiter, to the spectral sound world of
2 Neptune, Holst captures the glittering majesty of our celestial neighbors.
3
FEB  Herbert Blomstedt conductor Haydn Cello Concerto No. 1 Beethoven's Eroica Symphony is a landmark in music history. This FEB FEB FEB
18  Michael Grebanier cello 5 Beethoven Symphony No. 3, £roica monumental piece forms the boundary between the Classical and 19 19 20
5 Romantic eras.
FEB FEB FEB FEB  Herbert Blomstedt conductor Mozart Symphony No. 36, Linz Two symphonies, two composers, two different musical visions. Mozart's  FEB FEB
24 24 24 25 5 Bruckner Symphony No. 6 Linz Symphony displays the beauty and clarity of the Classical symphony 26 26
5 in its structure, form, and melody. Bruckner’s Sixth Symphony is one of
§ the composer’s sonic cathedrals.
a
MAR Michael Tilson Thomas 9 Victor Kissine SFS Commission, Violinist Christian Tetzlaff sets the night on fire with Tchaikovsky's Violin MAR MAR MAR MAR
4 conductor H (World premiere) Concerto. Ravel's ironic take on the waltz propels his Valses nobles et 5 5 6 7
Christian Tetzlaff violin E Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto sentimentales. Liszt tells the story of the poet Tasso's torment and victory
8 Ravel Valses nobles et sentimentales in the dramatic symphonic poem 7asso: Lament and Triumph.
= Liszt 7asso: Lament and Triumph
MAR Michael Tilson Thomas Mabhler Symphony No. 2, Resurrection ~ Mahler's Resurrection Symphony is an orchestral and choral showpiece. MAR
11 conductor ° (no intermission) It traverses a spectrum of sound and emotion and culminates in a vision 13
Laura Claycomb soprano § of eternity.
Katarina Karnéus z
mezzo-soprano ©
SFS Chorus
Michael Tilson Thomas FR|DAY6_5 SERIES At this Friday 6.5 concert you'll hear the conductor briefly share unique MAR
conductor . perspectives on the composer, the work, and its place in musical history. 12
Laura Claycomb soprano 2 Mahlgr Symphony No. 2. Resurrection Mahler's Resurrection Symphony is an orchestral and choral showpiece.
. . 2 (no intermission) . > "
Katarina Karnéus H It traverses a spectrum of sound and emotion and culminates in a vision
mezzo-soprano = of eternity.
SFS Chorus
APR  Vasily Petrenko conductor Grieg Piano Concerto Among the twentieth century’s greatest symphonists, Dmitri APR APR APR
1 Simon Trpéeski piano . Shostakovich Symphony No. 8 Shostakovich wrote the Eighth Symphony in 1943 in response to the 2 2 3
2 devastation of World War Il. It is tragic, thought-provoking, unforgettable.
&
B
APR APR APR APR APR Edwin Outwater conductor Gounod Ballet Music from Foust Singer-songwriter Rufus Wainwright is vocal soloist in the world premiere
7 7 17 7 8 Rufus Wainwright singer - 4 Rufus Wainwright Song Cycle of his SFS-commissioned song cycle, an interpretation of some of the
g (SFS commission, World premiere) world's greatest love poetry, drawn from Shakespeare’s sonnets. Then
§ Claude Vivier Zjpangu we explore a century of French music, from Romanticism to the Jazz Age
°© Poulenc Suite from Les Biches to today.
Edwin Outwater conductor - FH|DAY6_5 SERIES Atthis Friday 6.5 concert you'll hear the conductor briefly share unique APR
Rufus Wainwright singer 3 8 . perspectives on the composer, the work, and its place in musical history. 9
g Rufus Wainwright Song Cycle s ) Rufus W h I sol h d
g (SFS commission, World premiere) inger-songwriter Rufus Wainwright s vocal soloist in the world premiere
H p
g Cluade Vivier Zjpangu of his jSFS-commlssmned song cycle, an mterpretaﬂonyof some of the
Poulenc Suite from Les Biches world’s greatest love poetry, dra\_/vn from Shakes_peare s sonnets. Then we
explore a century of French music, from Romanticism to the Jazz Age
to today.
APR Chaplin 7he Gold Rush (1925) Most people know Chaplin as a comic genius. Fewer people realize he APR APR
15 (no intermission) wrote the music for his films. 7he Gold Rush is the movie Chaplin said he 16 16

CHAPLIN

would most like to be remembered for. In scene after scene— including
one in which the little hobo transforms a shoe into a feast fit for a
king—this 1925 silent-film classic virtually defines visual comedy.
Along with our screening of The Gold Rush, the SFS plays Chaplin’s
original score.
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APR APR APR Bernard Labadie conductor Mozart Symphony No. 35, Haffner Mozart's gifts as a symphonist are well known. The SFS presents two of APR APR APR
21 21 21 Marc-Andre Hamelin piano Mendelssohn Piano Concerto No. 1 the composer’s later symphonies, the Haffner and his last, the Jupiter. 23 23 24
z \ Mozart Serenade No. 41, Jupiter With their clarity and passion, you will see why Mozart's final symphonies
H are held in high esteem as quintessential examples of the Classical style.
E
APR Christoph Eschenbach Schumann Symphony No. 4 Schumann'’s stirring Fourth Symphony and the SFS premiere of a late APR APR MAY
29 conductor § Zemlinsky Lyric Symphony Romantic masterpiece that features two of today's greatest vocal artists. 30 30 1
Christine Schafer soprano H
Matthias Goerne baritone &
MAY MAY MAY Christoph Eschenbach Thomas Larcher SFS Commission There would be no Brahms without Beethoven. Brahms worried about MAY
5 5 5 conductor (World premiere) comparisons with the great master, but finally put his insecurities aside
David Fray piano ¢ Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2 and let his music speak for itself. Hear David Fray play Beethoven's
z Brahms Symphony No. 2 graceful Piano Concerto No. 2, and then hear how far Brahms had
= come from Beethoven in his own “pastoral” symphony.
Christoph Eschenbach \ FR“]AYG 5 SERIES Atthis Friday 6.5 concert you'll hear the conductor briefly share unique
conductor 3 ? " perspectives on the composer, the work, and its place in musical history.
. g Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2 ; )
David Fray piano 2 There would be no Brahms without Beethoven. Brahms worried about
@ Brahms Symphony No. 2
& comparisons with the great master, but finally put his insecurities aside
= and let his music speak for itself. Hear David Fray play Beethoven’s
graceful Piano Concerto No. 2, and then hear how far Brahms had
come from Beethoven in his own “pastoral” symphony.
MAY Michael Tilson Thomas Litolff Scherzo from Concerto Chopin was twenty when he composed the marvelous Piano Concerto
13 conductor Symphonique No. 4 No. 2. The composer, who was the soloist at the first performance,
Garrick Ohlsson piano g Chopin Piano Concerto No. 2 wowed the audience both with his playing and with his innovative
E Adam Giselle Suite writing for the orchestra. Soloist Garrick Ohlsson takes Chopin’s place
° “" Bizet Symphony No.1 at the keyboard.
MAY MAY MAY MAY Michael Tilson Thomas 9 F ‘ Stravinsky 7hren/(Lamentations Ravel's ballet Daphnis et Chloé, evokes the world of Greek mythology in
19 19 19 20 conductor § of Jeremiah) the language of impressionism.
SFS Chorus g Ravel Daphnis et Chloé
o
]
£
MAY Michael Tilson Thomas Robin Holloway Clarissa Sequence Soprano Erin Wall and the San Francisco Symphony present a work MAY MAY MAY
27 conductor ‘_ Mozart Bella mia fiamma-Resta o cara  that tells the story of Clarissa and the contemptible rogue, Lovelace. 28 28 29
Erin Wall soprano '~ Schumann Symphony No. 3, Rhenish Discover why Michael Tilson Thomas has been one of Robin Holloway's
g greatest champions.
JUN Michael Tilson Thomas Mozart German Dances Beethoven'’s Violin Concerto proves there’s never too much of a good JUN JUN JUN
10 conductor Berg Lulu Suite thing. Berg's riveteing suite from the opera Lu/u will have you at the edge 11 11 12
James Ehnes violin ” Beethoven Violin Concerto of your seat.
Erin Wall soprano H
JUN Michael Tilson Thomas Poulenc Sonata for Piano Four Hands MTT and the SFS recreate the excitement that greeted 7he Rite of Spring JUN
17 conductor and piano Stravinsky Capriccio for Piano when it was new and jump-started 20th-century music. (Hear what they 19
Yuja Wang piano N and Orchestra do with 7he Rite in our Keeping Score series!) The astonishing Yuja Wang
H Villa-Lobos Bachianas Brasileiras No. 9 s soloist in a bracing Stravinsky work for piano, and in Ravel's Concerto
z Ravel Piano Concerto for the Left Hand  for the Left Hand, a virtuoso tour de force.
Stravinsky 7he Rite of Spring
JUN JUN JUN JUN JUN Michael Tilson Thomas 9 Berlioz Roméo et Juliette Berlioz's “symphonie dramatique,” Roméo et Juliette is one of the finest JUN JUN JUN
23 23 23 23 24 conductor H (no intermission) examples of the composer's flair for the dramatic. Using voices and 25 25 26
2 .
SFS Chorus g the orchestra to tell the story of Shakespeare’s star-crossed lovers,
5 Berlioz was inspired to write the piece by his love for Ais Juliette, actress
i Harriet Smithson.
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I Subscribe today and save up to 25%!

Three ways to subscribe:

1 Go to sfsymphony.org to subscribe at your convenience,
quickly and easily.

2 Complete the enclosed order form and return by fax,
mail, or in person.

3 Call (415) 864-6000. Our experienced Ticket Services
representatives are available Monday through Friday
10am to 6pm, Saturday noon to 6pm, and Sunday 2 hours
before concerts.

Questions?

Just call (415) 864-6000 to talk to an experienced Ticket Serivices
representative, who can help you choose the programs, series, and
seats that best fit your taste, budget, and schedule.

SFS Ticket Services

Phone (415) 864-6000

Fax(415)554-0108

sfsymphony.org

Getting to Davies Symphony Hall

Davies Symphony Hall is easily accessible by

MUNI (415) 673-6864 and BART (650) 992-2278.
Call for information or visit www.transit.5 1 1.org.

Subscribe Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat noon-6pm; Sun 2 hours before concerts sfsymphony.org



