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(Images from Keeping Score are available for download from Keeping Score online press Kit)

SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY’S KEEPING SCORE GUSTAV MAHLER DVD
WINS PRESTIGIOUS GERMAN RECORD CRITICS' ANNUAL AWARD,
PREIS DER DEUTSCHEN SCHALLPLATTENKRITIK

SAN FRANCISCO, July 5, 2011 — Michael Tilson Thomas and the San Francisco Symphony’s DVD
Keeping Score: Mahler — Origins and Legacy has been awarded the most prestigious German recording
award, Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik, by the German Record Critics' Award Association. The
winning DVD includes a two-hour documentary on composer Gustav Mahler, hosted by Tilson Thomas,
San Francisco Symphony Music Director, and two SF Symphony concert performance programs.
Keeping Score: Mahler won the award in the DVD Classical: Concerts and Documentaries category. The
prize was one of 12 Annual Awards by the jury this year.

The first part of the documentary, Origins, explores Mahler’s early life and music, and Legacy examines
his creative growth over the course of his career. The first concert features a complete performance of
Mabhler’s Symphony No. 1, Titan, and the second, A Mahler Journey, traces the origins and influences of
his music in a variety of orchestral and vocal works. The documentaries are airing nationally on PBS and
can now be streamed on the web at www.video.pbs.org.

“l am honored to have been part of the team that put the Keeping Score project together," said Michael
Tilson Thomas. "The members of the Orchestra and the entire production team had a crucial part in its
creation. But most of all I am grateful to Gustav Mahler for living a life in music and giving us the
opportunity to share and explore his vision."

“The most recent release in this highly acclaimed series is devoted to Gustav Mahler, in commemoration
of the 100th anniversary of his death,” said Lothar Prox, Chairman of the German Record Critics' Award
Association, on behalf of the jury. “Like the seven previous releases (composer portraits), it is the result
of the initiative of the San Francisco Symphony and its superb conductor, Michael Tilson Thomas. We
know of no other major educational project in the arts since Lenny Bernstein's legendary television
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programs with the New York Philharmonic (Young People's Concerts — 1958-72) that has achieved
comparable success. The California team around MTT (Michael Tilson Thomas) explains and interprets
the heritage of classical music (Beethoven, Berlioz, Shostakovich, Stravinsky, Charles Ives, etc.) within
the framework of a nationwide mission through multimedia channels — television, radio, Internet, and
various educational programs for students and teachers (see www.keepingscore.org). Their enthusiasm
for the project is convincing and is also apparent in the praiseworthy portrait of Gustav Mahler, which
examines the origins and legacy of the composer's works during nearly four hours of film sequences and
concert performances.”

Producers/directors for the documentaries are David Kennard and Joan Saffa of INCA Productions, and the
concert programs are directed by Gary Halvorson. The documentaries were shot on location in the Czech
Republic, Austria, and New York, and, along with concert footage shot at Davies Symphony Hall in San
Francisco, provide viewers with an unprecedented journey through Mahler’s music and the influences that
shaped it.

2011 is the centenary of both the death of Gustav Mahler and the birth of the San Francisco Symphony, and
the Orchestra’s Keeping Score: Mahler completes its ten-year exploration of the composer’s music. Its
Grammy Award-winning Mahler recording cycle on SFS Media is now complete, and this summer, the label
releases the complete Mahler recording project in SACD and vinyl box sets. In May, after two weeks of
programs featuring the Mahler symphonies in San Francisco, the Orchestra made an acclaimed three-week
European tour performing Mahler’s works in Prague, Vienna, Brussels, Luxembourg, Essen, Paris,
Barcelona, Madrid, and Lisbon.

About the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik

The Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik (the German Record Critics' Award), is an annual prize
presented for achievement in recorded music. It was established in 1980 to set the most rigorous
standards for supreme achievement and quality in the field of music recording. The prize is awarded by
an independent committee of 140 music critics and experts, which presents awards to outstanding new
recordings in 29 categories ranging from classical to rock/pop.

About Keeping Score

The Keeping Score project is a natural outgrowth of the San Francisco Symphony’s century-long
commitment to make classical music more accessible and meaningful to people of all ages and musical
backgrounds. Unlike any other orchestra initiative in scope or complexity, the national Keeping Score
program provides innovative, thought-provoking classical music content via integrated multimedia
including public television, public radio and interactive web content at www.keepingscore.org, and
materials, training, and lesson plans for teachers using Keeping Score content and media. More than six
million viewers have tuned into the critically-acclaimed episodes of Keeping Score on PBS, with
programs about composers Tchaikovsky, Beethoven, Stravinsky, Copland, Berlioz, Shostakovich, Mahler
and Charles Ives. The Keeping Score: Mabhler television episodes, concert programs and online
interactive content at www.keepingscore.org are all designed to engage, educate and entertain viewers of
all musical backgrounds, from classical music enthusiasts to those experiencing Mahler’s compositions
for the first time. Both the documentary episodes and concert programs are offered in high definition and
surround-sound.

Funding

Lead funding for Keeping Score is provided by the Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund with generous
support from Nan Tucker McEvoy, The James Irvine Foundation, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
Marcia and John Goldman, Ray and Dagmar Dolby Family Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts,
William and Gretchen Kimball Fund, Lisa and John Pritzker, Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, Koret Foundation
Funds, Lynn and Tom Kiley, Anita and Ronald Wornick, Roselyne Chroman Swig, Margaret Liu Collins
and Edward B. Collins, the Acacia Foundation, Matt Cohler, The Bernard Osher Foundation, Betty and
Jack Schafer, Felipe R. Santiago and Barry T. Joseph, Mary C. Falvey, Ann and Gordon Getty
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Foundation, Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Hays, Mark Heising and Liz Simons, David and Janyce Hoyt,
Laurence and Michele Corash, Helen Berggruen, and others.
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